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57 ABSTRACT

A method for controlling access to a plurality of applications
in an electronic device includes receiving a voice command
from a speaker for accessing a target application among the
plurality of applications, and verifying whether the voice
command is indicative of a user authorized to access the
applications based on a speaker model of the authorized user.
In this method, each application is associated with a security
level having a threshold value. The method further includes
updating the speaker model with the voice command if the
voice command is verified to be indicative of the user, and
adjusting at least one of the threshold values based on the
updated speaker model.

50 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
CONTROLLING ACCESS TO APPLICATIONS
HAVING DIFFERENT SECURITY LEVELS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to accessing applications in
electronic devices, and more specifically, to controlling
access to applications in response to voice commands.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, electronic devices capable of running
applications have become very popular among users. For
example, electronic devices such as smartphones, tablet com-
puters, and personal computers may include applications
such as a messaging application, a contact application, a
calendar application, a photo application, etc. In addition,
users may search and download other applications (e.g., a
banking application), from an application provider via the
Internet. These applications provide the users with conve-
nient access to a variety of functionalities and information.

The applications accessed by users often include personal
or private information that the users may not want others to
access. For example, entails in a messaging application (e.g.,
email application) may include information for personal or
business use. Similarly, a banking application of a user may
include or allow access to financial information of the user
such as an account number and an account balance.

Given the confidential nature of information that may be
accessed through applications, conventional electronic
devices generally provide one or more security features to
limit access to such applications. Such security features may
require authentication of a user for accessing an application.
For instance, the user may be required to input a personal code
and allowed access to the application when the code is veri-
fied.

Some conventional electronic devices are also equipped
with speech recognition capabilities. In such devices, an
application may be accessed in response to a spoken com-
mand from a user. To prevent unauthorized access to the
application, these devices may verify the authenticity of the
spoken command based on voice characteristics of an autho-
rized user. However, authentication of the authorized user in
such devices may not be reliable since the voice characteris-
tics of the authorized user may change over time or as a result
of a condition of the user.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure relates to controlling access to
applications having different security levels by updating a
speaker model and adjusting threshold values associated with
the security levels.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, a method
for controlling access to a plurality of applications in an
electronic device is disclosed. The method includes receiving
avoice command from a speaker for accessing a target appli-
cation among the plurality of applications, and verifying
whether the voice command is indicative of a user authorized
to access the applications based on a speaker model of the
authorized user. In this method, each application is associated
with a security level having a threshold value. The method
updates the speaker model with the voice command if the
voice command is verified to be indicative of the user, and
adjusts at least one of the threshold values based on the
updated speaker model. This disclosure also describes appa-
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ratus, a device, a system, a combination of means, and a
computer-readable medium relating to this method.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, an
electronic device for controlling access to a plurality of appli-
cations is disclosed. The electronic device includes a sound
sensor configured to receive a voice command from a speaker
foraccessing a target application among the plurality of appli-
cations, and a storage unit configured to store the plurality of
applications, a plurality of security levels, a plurality of
threshold values, and a speaker model of a user authorized to
access the applications. Each application is associated with a
security level among the plurality of security levels having a
threshold value among the plurality of threshold values. The
electronic device also includes a speaker verification unit
configured to verify whether the voice command is indicative
of the authorized user based on the speaker model of the
authorized user, and a database updating unit configured to
update the speaker model with the voice command if the voice
command is verified to be indicative of the user, and adjust at
least one of the threshold values based on the updated speaker
model.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the inventive aspects of this disclosure
will be understood with reference to the following detailed
description, when read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

FIG. 1 illustrates a mobile device in which a plurality of
applications can be accessed based on a plurality of security
levels in response to a voice command of a speaker, according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an electronic device
configured to control access to a plurality of applications by
adjusting threshold values of security levels for the applica-
tions in response to a voice command of a speaker, according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of an application access
database in an electronic device for verifying a voice com-
mand from a speaker, according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 4 illustrates a diagram of setting up a speaker verifi-
cation database in an electronic device, including initial
threshold values for a plurality of security levels, based on
sound samples of a speaker and an unauthorized speaker,
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 illustrates a block diagram of a voice activation unit
in an electronic device configured to access an application
when a voice command from a speaker is verified, according
to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 shows is a flow chart of a method for providing
access to an application and adjusting access for the applica-
tion based on a voice command in an electronic device,
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is ablock diagram of a speaker verification unit in an
electronic device configured to access an application by veri-
fying a voice command from a speaker, according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 8 illustrates a block diagram of a database updating
unit in an electronic device configured to update a speaker
model and adjust threshold values for security levels based on
a verified voice command, according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIG. 9 illustrates a diagram of a speaker verification data-
base in an electronic device that may be updated with a new
sound sample for a verified voice command, according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure.
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FIG. 10 shows a flow chart of a method for updating a
speaker model based on a confidence value for a voice com-
mand, according to one embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 11 illustrates a diagram of a speaker verification data-
base of an electronic device in which a threshold value for a
security level of a new sound sample is adjusted in response to
receiving the new sound sample, according to one embodi-
ment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 12 illustrates a diagram of's speaker verification data-
base of an electronic device in which a threshold value for a
security level, which is different from a security level ofa new
sound sample, is adjusted in response to receiving the new
sound sample, according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 13 illustrates a diagram of a speaker verification data-
base of an electronic device in which threshold values for
security levels are adjusted in response to receiving a new
sound sample, according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 14 illustrates a flow chart of a method for adjusting at
least one of threshold values for security levels, according to
one embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of an exemplary mobile device
in which the methods and apparatus for controlling access to
applications may be implemented according to some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to various embodi-
ments, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings. In the following detailed description, numerous
specific details are set forth in order to provide a thorough
understanding of the inventive aspects of this disclosure.
However, it will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art
that the inventive aspects of this disclosure may be practiced
without these specific details. In other instances, well-known
methods, procedures, systems, and components have not
been described in detail so as not to unnecessarily obscure
aspects of the various embodiments.

FIG. 1 illustrates a mobile device 120 in which a plurality
of'applications 122, 124, and 126 can be accessed based on a
plurality of security levels in response to a voice command of
a speaker 110, according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure. The mobile device 120 includes the applications
122, 124, and 126, which may be accessed in response to
voice commands “BANKING,” “PHOTO,” and “CON-
TACT,” respectively, from the speaker 110. Although the
mobile device 120 is illustrated with the applications 122,
124, and 126, it may include any other applications for per-
forming one or more functions. As used herein, the term
“access” in the context of accessing an application refers to
performing, executing, running, activating, or operating the
application or a function in the application. Further, the term
“voice command” refers to any digital or analog representa-
tion of one or more words uttered from a speaker indicating an
action to be performed in the mobile device 120, and includes
an instruction, a request, an order, a keyword, and the like.

Each of the applications 122, 124, and 126 in the mobile
device 120 is configured with a security level for accessing
the associated application. Each of the security levels for the
applications 122, 124, and 126 is mapped to a threshold value
indicating a minimum confidence value for accessing the
associated application 122, 124, or 126. The mobile device
120 may access an application when a voice command from
the speaker 110 is recognized and verified to be from an
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authorized user based on the threshold value associated with
the application. According to some embodiments of the
present disclosure, if an application requires a high level of
security, a high security level, which is mapped to a high
threshold value, may be assigned.

In the illustrated embodiment, the mobile device 120 is
configured to allow the speaker 110 to access the applications
122, 124, and 126 as an authorized user in response to the
associated voice commands from the speaker 110. As shown,
the speaker 110 may speak a voice command as an input
sound for accessing the application 122, 124, or 126 in the
mobile device 120. When the mobile device 120 recognizes
the voice command in the input sound as acommand to access
one of the applications 122, 124, and 126, it determines a
confidence value of the voice command indicative of a like-
lihood that the voice command is that of the authorized user.
If the confidence value of the voice command exceeds a
threshold value associated with the application 122, 124, or
126, the mobile device 120 accesses the application 122, 124,
or 126 associated with the voice command.

In FIG. 1, the mobile device 120 accesses the applications
122,124, and 126 with different security levels in response to
voice commands from the speaker 110. For example, the
mobile device 120 may receive a voice command “BANK-
ING” as an input sound from the speaker 110. The mobile
device 120 may recognize the voice command as a command
to access the banking application 122, which has a security
level “1” indicating the highest security level. In this case, if
a confidence value for the voice command is determined to be
higher than a threshold value associated with the security
level ““1,” the mobile device 120 verifies that the voice com-
mand is from the authorized user and accesses the banking
application 122 for the speaker 110.

In another example, when the mobile device 120 receives a
voice command “PHOTO” as an input sound, the mobile
device 120 may recognize the voice command as a command
for accessing the photo application 124, which has a security
level “3” indicating an intermediate security level. In this
case, if a confidence value for the voice command is deter-
mined to be higher than a threshold value associated with the
security level “3,” the mobile device 120 verifies that the
voice command is from the authorized user and accesses the
photo application 124.

In addition, if a received input sound includes a voice
command “CONTACT,” the mobile device 120 may recog-
nize the voice command as a command to access the contact
application 126, which is associated with a security level “5.”
For example, the security level “5” may indicate a lowest
security level. In this case, if a confidence value for the voice
command is determined to be higher than a threshold value
associated with the security level “5,” the mobile device 120
verifies that the voice command is from the authorized user
and accesses the contact application 126.

FIG. 2 illustrates a block diagram of an electronic device
200 configured to control access to a plurality of applications
by adjusting threshold values of security levels for the appli-
cations in response to a voice command of a speaker, accord-
ing to one embodiment of the present disclosure. The elec-
tronic device 200 includes a sound sensor 210, an I/O unit
220, a communication unit 230, a processor 240, and a stor-
age unit 270. The electronic device 200 may be any suitable
device equipped with a sound capturing and processing capa-
bility such as a mobile device, which may include a cellular
phone, a smartphone, a laptop computer, personal computer,
a tablet computer, a gaming device and a multimedia device,
a smart television, a personal computer, etc.
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The processor 240 includes a digital signal processor
(DSP) 250 and a database updating unit 260, and may be an
application processor (AP) or a central processing unit (CPU)
for managing and operating the electronic device 200. The
DSP 250 includes a speech detector 252 and a voice activation
unit 254. In one embodiment, the DSP 250 is a low power
processor for reducing power consumption in processing an
input sound stream. In this configuration, the voice activation
unit 254 in the DSP 250 is configured to access an application
such as a banking application 272, a photo application 274,
and a contact application 276 stored in the storage unit 270
when a voice command in an input sound stream is recog-
nized and verified.

The sound sensor 210 may be configured to receive an
input sound stream and provide it to the speech detector 252
in the DSP 250. The sound sensor 210 may include one or
more microphones or any other types of sound sensors that
can be used to receive, capture, sense, and/or detect the input
sound stream. In addition, the sound sensor 210 may employ
any suitable software and/or hardware for performing such
functions.

In one embodiment, the sound sensor 210 may be config-
ured to receive the input sound stream periodically according
to a duty cycle. In this case, the sound sensor 210 may deter-
mine whether the intensity of the received portion of the input
sound stream is greater than a threshold intensity. When the
intensity of the received portion exceeds the threshold inten-
sity, the sound sensor 210 activates the speech detector 252
and provides the received portion to the speech detector 252
in the DSP 250. Alternatively, the sound sensor 210 may
receive a portion of the input sound stream periodically and
activate the speech detector 252 to provide the received por-
tion to the speech detector 252 without determining whether
the intensity of the received portion exceeds the threshold
intensity. As used herein, the term “sound stream” refers to a
sequence of one or more sound signals or sound data.

The speech detector 252 in the DSP 250 is configured to
receive the portion of the input sound stream from the sound
sensor 210. In one embodiment, the speech detector 252 may
extract a plurality of sound features from the received portion
and determine whether the extracted sound features are
indicative of a sound of interest such as human speech by
using any suitable sound classification method such as a
Gaussian mixture model (GMM) based classifier, a neural
network, a hidden Markov model (HMM), a graphical model,
and a Support Vector Machine (SVM). If the received portion
is determined to be a sound of interest, the speech detector
252 activates the voice activation unit 254 and the received
portion and the remaining portion of the input sound stream
are provided to the voice activation unit 254. In some other
embodiments, the speech detector 252 may be omitted in the
DSP 250. In this case, when the received input sound stream
is greater in intensity than the threshold intensity, the sound
sensor 210 activates the voice activation unit 254 and pro-
vides the received input sound stream directly to the voice
activation unit 254.

For use in recognizing voice commands for accessing
applications, the storage unit 270 stores a voice command
(e.g., target keyword) for each of the applications along with
state information on a plurality of states associated with a
plurality of portions of the voice command. In one embodi-
ment, the storage unit 270 may store speech or acoustic model
for recognizing a voice command. The speech or acoustic
model is a model representing speech characteristics of the
voice command and may be a statistical model of such speech
characteristics.
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For the speech or acoustic model, the voice command may
be divided into a plurality of basic sound units such as phones,
phonemes, or subunits thereof. In this case, the plurality of
portions representing the voice command may be generated
based on the basic sound units. Each of the basic sound units
of the voice command may be analyzed using any suitable
speech recognition methods hidden Markov model (HMM),
Gaussian mixture model (GMM) the semi-Markov model
(SMM), or the like. Based on the analysis, a mean and a
variance of each of the basic sound units may be determined.
The determined means and variance for the basic sound units
for the voice command are used to generate the speech or
acoustic model for the voice command.

The storage unit 270 also stores the banking application
272, the photo application 274, and the contact application
276 that can be accessed by the processor 240. Although the
storage unit 270 stores the banking application 272, the photo
application 274, and the contact application 276 in the illus-
trated embodiment, it may also store any other applications or
functions that can be executed by the processor 240. The
storage unit 270 may be implemented using any suitable
storage or memory devices such as a RAM (Random Access
Memory), aROM (Read-Only Memory), an EEPROM (Elec-
trically Erasable Programmable Read-Only Memory), a flash
memory, or an SSD (Solid State Drive).

In addition, the storage unit 270 may store an application
access database 278 that is accessed by the voice activation
unit 254 and the database updating unit 260. The application
access database 278 includes information associating the
voice commands to applications and security levels associ-
ated with the applications. Further, the application access
database 278 may also include information for verifying an
authorized user such as a speaker verification database and a
speaker model.

The voice activation unit 254 in the DSP 250 is configured
to receive the input sound stream starting from the portion
received in the speech detector 252. A voice command for
accessing an application may then be recognized from the
input sound stream in the voice activation unit 254. For rec-
ognizing the voice command, one or more sound features
(e.g., audio finger fingerprints, MFCC vectors) may be
extracted from the received input sound stream and analyzed
using any suitable speech recognition methods based on the
hidden Markov model (HMM), the semi-Markov model
(SMM), or the like.

Once the voice command is recognized, the voice activa-
tion unit 254 identifies an application to be accessed that is
associated with the voice command, a security level associ-
ated with the application, and a threshold value associated
with the security level based on the application access data-
base 278 in the storage unit 270. For example, when a voice
command “BANKING” is recognized, the voice activation
unit 254 may identify the banking application 272, an asso-
ciated security level (e.g., the security level “1”), and a thresh-
old value for the security level (e.g., the threshold value “9”)
based on the application access database 278.

The voice activation unit 254 is also configured to deter-
mine a confidence value of the voice command based on the
extracted sound features and the speaker model in the appli-
cation access database 278. The speaker model is a model
representing sound characteristics of a speaker and may be a
statistical model of such sound characteristics. The confi-
dence value of the voice command is then compared to the
threshold value associated with the application to be
accessed. If the confidence value exceeds the threshold value,
the voice command is verified to be from the authorized user.
In this case, the voice activation unit 254 generates an acti-
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vation signal to access the application associated with the
voice command. When the voice command has been verified,
the voice activation unit 254 transmits the security level for
the accessed application, the confidence value for the voice
command, and the sound features for the voice command to
the database updating unit 260. In one embodiment, the input
sound stream for the voice command may be transmitted to
the database updating unit 260 in addition to or instead of the
sound features for the voice command.

Upon receiving the security level for the accessed applica-
tion, the confidence value for the voice command, and the
sound features of the voice command, the database updating
unit 260 updates the speaker model in the storage unit 270.
For example, the sound features of the voice command are
added as a new sound sample to existing sound samples. In
the case of a statistical speaker model, a new mean and a new
variance of the sound samples for the speaker model may be
determined based on the new sound sample and previous
mean and variance of the existing sound samples. The data-
base updating unit 260 then adjusts at least one of the thresh-
old values for the security levels using the updated speaker
model. The electronic device 200 may then use the updated
speaker model and the adjusted threshold value to verify
subsequent voice commands for accessing the applications
272,274, and 276.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of the application access
database 278 for verifying a voice command from a speaker,
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure. The
application access database 278 includes an application secu-
rity database 310, a speaker verification database 320, and a
speaker model 330. The application security database 310
includes a plurality of commands 312, a plurality of applica-
tion identifiers 314, and a plurality of security levels 316. The
speaker verification database 320 includes the plurality of
security levels 316, a plurality of threshold values 322, and a
plurality of sound samples 324.

The application security database 310 maps the commands
312 to the application identifiers 314 indicative of applica-
tions to be accessed. The application identifiers 314 are asso-
ciated with the security levels 316 for determining security
levels for the applications to be accessed. In one embodiment,
the commands 312, the application identifiers 314, and the
security levels 316 may be stored in a form of a lookup table
or any suitable data structure for determining the application
identifiers 314 and the security levels 316 in response to the
commands 312. Using the application security database 310,
the voice activation unit 254 determines a security level of an
application to be accessed when a voice command is recog-
nized as one of the commands 312.

In the speaker verification database 320, the security levels
316 are mapped to the threshold values 322 indicating mini-
mum values that confidence values of recognized voice com-
mands need to exceed for accessing the applications associ-
ated with the security levels 316. In one embodiment, a
security level is mapped to a threshold value indicative of a
minimum confidence value for the security level. The sound
samples 324 of the speaker are assigned to the security levels
316 in the speaker verification database 320 according to the
threshold values 322 of the security levels 316. The speaker
verification database 320 including the security levels 316,
the threshold values 322, and sound samples 324 may be
stored in a form of a lookup table or any suitable data struc-
ture.

The speaker model 330 in the application access database
278 is used to calculate a confidence value of the voice com-
mand for use in verifying the voice command of the speaker.
The speaker model 330 may be a GMM model including

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

statistical data such as a mean 332 and a variance 334 for the
sound samples 324. In other embodiments, the speaker model
330 may also include a maximum value, a minimum value, a
noise power, an SNR, a signal power, an entropy, a kurtosis, a
high order momentum, etc. of the sound samples 324. The
voice activation unit 254 compares the confidence value of
the voice command and the threshold value of the security
level for the application to be accessed. If the confidence
value of the voice command exceeds the threshold value of
the application, the voice activation unit 254 verifies the voice
command to be from the authorized user, and generates an
activation signal for accessing the application.

FIG. 4 illustrates a diagram of setting up the speaker veri-
fication database 320, including initial threshold values for a
plurality of security levels, based on sound samples of an
authorized user and an unauthorized user, according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure. As shown, the speaker
verification database 320 includes five security levels “1” to
“5” with security level “1” being the highest security level.
Each application in the mobile device 120 may be assigned
with one of the security levels for access. Although the
speaker verification database 320 is illustrated with five secu-
rity levels, it may include any suitable number of security
levels.

For setting up the speaker verification database 320, the
electronic device 200 receives and stores a plurality of sound
samples S1 to S10 from a speaker as an authorized user and a
plurality of sound samples U1 to U10 from an unauthorized
user (i.e., an imposter). As discussed above, the sound
samples S1 to S10 of the authorized user are used to generate
a speaker model using statistical data (e.g., a mean and a
variance) of the sound samples. Confidence values of the
sound samples S1 to S10 and the sound samples Ul to U10
are then determined based on the speaker model. In this case,
the confidence values of the sound samples for the authorized
user will generally be substantially higher than the confidence
values of the sound samples for the unauthorized user.

After confidence values of the sound samples S1to S10 and
U1 to U10 have been determined, a highest threshold value
and a lowest threshold value are selected among the confi-
dence values. The electronic device 200 may determine a
highest threshold value to be a minimum value among the
confidence values of the sound samples S1 to S10 for the
authorized user. The highest threshold value is then mapped
to the highest security level “1.”” On the other hand, the elec-
tronic device 200 may determine a lowest threshold value to
be a maximum value among the confidence values of the
sound samples U1 to U10 for the unauthorized user. In this
case, the lowest threshold value is mapped to the lowest
security level “5.”

The interval between the highest and lowest threshold val-
ues, which correspond to the highest security level “1”” and the
lowest security level “5,” respectively, may then be parti-
tioned or divided to determine threshold values for the inter-
mediate security levels “2,” “3.” and “4” between the security
levels “1”” and “5.” In one embodiment, the electronic device
200 determines the threshold values for the security levels
“2,7 “3” and “4” by equally partitioning the difference
between the highest threshold value and the lowest threshold
value. In this case, the difference may be divided by 4 (i.e., the
number of intermediate security levels plus 1) to calculate a
threshold value increment. One or more threshold value
increments may then be added to the lowest threshold value to
determine the threshold values for the intermediate security
levels “2,” “3,” and “4.” Alternatively, one or more threshold
value increments may be subtracted from the highest thresh-
old value to determine the threshold values for the interme-
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diate security levels “2,” “3,” and “4.” In this manner, each of
the security levels may be incrementally defined by its asso-
ciated threshold value indicative of a minimum confidence
value for the security level.

FIG. 5 illustrates a block diagram of the voice activation
unit 254 configured to access an application when a voice
command from a speaker is verified, according to one
embodiment of the present disclosure. The voice activation
unit 254 includes a command detection unit 510, a security
level determining unit 520, and a speaker verification unit
530. The command detection unit 510 recognizes a voice
command to access an application from an input sound
stream and the security level determining unit 520 determines
a security level for the application. The speaker verification
unit 530 then accesses the application if the voice command is
verified to be from an authorized user.

In the voice activation unit 254, the command detection
unit 510 is configured to receive an input sound stream from
the speech detector 252 and recognize a voice command for
accessing an application from the input sound stream. For
recognizing the voice command, the command detection unit
510 extracts one or more sound features (e.g., audio finger
fingerprints, MFCC vectors) from the received input sound
stream. The extracted sound features are then analyzed using
any suitable speech recognition methods based on the HMM,
the SMM, or the like to recognize the voice command. In one
embodiment, the command detection unit 510 may divide the
input sound stream into a plurality of basic sound unit such as
phonemes, and then access the speech or acoustic model for
the voice command stored in the storage unit 270 to recognize
the voice command. If the voice command is recognized, the
command detection unit 510 transmits the recognized voice
command to the security level determining unit 520. In one
embodiment, the extracted sound features may be transmitted
to the speaker verification unit 530 for use in verifying the
voice command.

The security level determining unit 520 receives the voice
command and identifies the application to be accessed based
on the recognized voice command. In one embodiment, a
plurality of commands, application identifiers associated
with the voice commands, and security levels for the appli-
cations are stored in the application security database 310 of
the storage unit 270. Based on the voice command, the secu-
rity level determining unit 520 identifies the application to be
accessed from the application security database 310. The
security level determining unit 520 may also determine a
security level associated with the application to be accessed
from the application security database 310. An application
identifier for accessing the application and its security level
are then transmitted to the speaker verification unit 530.

The speaker verification unit 530 is configured to receive
the input sound stream and the application identifier with its
security level and verify whether the voice command is from
a user authorized to access the application. The speaker veri-
fication unit 530 may determine a confidence value of the
voice command in the input sound stream based on the
speaker model 330 and sound features extracted from the
input sound stream. In this case, the speaker verification unit
530 may extract the sound features from the input sound
stream or use the extracted sound features received from the
command detection unit 510. In one embodiment, a confi-
dence value for each of the sound features may be calculated
based on the speaker model 330 and an average of the confi-
dence values of the sound features may be used as the confi-
dence value for the voice command.

The speaker verification unit 530 is also configured to
obtain a threshold value for the security level of the applica-
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tion identifier from the speaker verification database 320 in
the storage unit 270. The speaker verification unit 530 then
compares the threshold value and the confidence value of the
voice command to determine if the confidence value exceeds
the threshold value. If the confidence value does not exceed
the threshold value, the voice command is not verified to be
from the authorized user. In this case, the speaker verification
unit 530 may receive additional input from the speaker to
further authenticate the voice command for accessing the
application. If the speaker is not verified, the application is not
accessed.

On the other hand, if the confidence value of the voice
command exceeds the threshold value, the voice command is
verified to be from the authorized user. The speaker verifica-
tion unit 530 then generates an activation signal to access the
application identified in response to the voice command
Additionally, the speaker verification unit 530 transmits the
security level for the accessed application, the confidence
value for the voice command, and the sound features as a new
sound sample for the voice command to the database updating
unit 260.

FIG. 6 shows is a flow chart of a method 600 for controlling
access for applications based on a voice command in the
electronic device 200 according to one embodiment of the
present disclosure. The electronic device 200 is provided with
a plurality of applications. Each of the applications is associ-
ated with a security level, which has a minimum confidence
value as a threshold value to access the application.

At 610, an input sound stream including a voice command
from a speaker for accessing a target application among the
plurality of applications is received. Once the voice command
is recognized as a command to access the target application,
it is then verified whether the voice command is indicative of
an authorized user based on the speaker model 330 of the
authorized user, at 620. If the voice command is verified, an
activation signal for accessing the target application is gen-
erated, and the target application is accessed. In addition, if
the voice command is verified, the speaker model 330 is
updated with the voice command as a new sound sample, at
630. Based on the updated speaker model, at least one of the
threshold values for the security levels is adjusted, at 640.
Accordingly, the electronic device 200 may use the updated
speaker model and the adjusted threshold values to verify
subsequent voice commands for accessing the applications.

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of the speaker verification unit
530 configured to access an application by verifying a voice
command from a speaker, according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure. The speaker verification unit 530
includes a voice verification unit 710 and a secondary verifi-
cation unit 740. The voice verification unit 710 further
includes a confidence determining unit 720 and an applica-
tion access controller 730.

The voice verification unit 710 receives an application
identifier which indicates the application to be accessed and a
security level of the application from the security level deter-
mining unit 520. In addition, the voice verification unit 710
receives an input sound stream from the speech detector 252
and may extract sounds features from the input sound stream.
Alternatively, the voice verification unit 710 may receive
extracted sound features from the command detection unit
510. The confidence determining unit 720 then determines a
confidence value of the voice command based on the
extracted sound features and the speaker model 330 from the
storage unit 270. The confidence value of the voice command
is then transmitted to the application access controller 730.

The confidence determining unit 720 determines a confi-
dence value of the voice command. In one embodiment, the
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confidence determining unit 720 may calculate a confidence
value for each of the sound features based on the speaker
model 330 and an average of the confidence values of the
sound features. In this case, the average confidence value may
be used as the confidence value for the voice command. For
example, when the speaker model 330 is a GMM model
including a mean and a variance, the confidence determining
unit 720 calculates a likelihood that a sound feature belongs to
the GMM model as a confidence value. The confidence values
for the sound features of the voice command may then be
averaged to generate an average confidence value for the
sound features. In other embodiments, the confidence deter-
mining unit 720 may use any other suitable algorithms for
determining a confidence value of a voice command such as
hidden Markov models, pattern matching algorithms, neural
networks, Vector Quantization and decision trees, anti-
speaker techniques (e.g., universal background model), etc.

From the speaker verification database 320, the application
access controller 730 obtains a threshold value of the security
level for the application to be accessed. The threshold value of
the security level and the confidence value of the voice com-
mand are then compared. If the confidence value exceeds the
threshold value of the security level, the voice command is
verified to be from the authorized user. In this case, the appli-
cation access controller 730 generates an activation signal for
accessing the application. Additionally, the confidence value,
the security level of the application, and the sound features as
a new sound sample are transmitted to the database updating
unit 260 to update the speaker model 330 and adjust at least
one of threshold values for the security levels.

On the other hand, if the confidence value of the input
sound does not exceed the threshold value of the security
level, the voice verification unit 710 notifies the secondary
verification unit 740 to receive an additional input from the
speaker to verify that the voice command is from the autho-
rized user. The secondary verification unit 740 may then
request the speaker to provide via the I/O unit 220 one or more
inputs such as an additional voice sample, a password, a
biometric scan including an iris scan, a fingerprint scan, a
facial scan, etc.

Once the input is received from the speaker, the secondary
verification unit 740 is configured to determine whether the
additional input is from the authorized user. For example, if
the secondary verification unit 740 requests a password for
verification, the speaker may input the password via a keypad
in the 1/O unit 220. When the input password is the same as a
password of the authorized user stored in the storage unit 270,
the secondary verification unit 740 notifies the application
access controller 730 that the speaker of the voice command
is verified to be the authorized user. In another example, when
an additional voice sample is received, it may be transmitted
to the voice verification unit 710 to verify that the additional
voice sample is from the authorized user.

Based on the additional speaker verification, the secondary
verification unit 740 may verify that the initially unverified
voice command is from the user who is authorized to access
the application. If the speaker of the voice command is veri-
fied based on the additional speaker verification, the second-
ary verification unit 740 notifies the voice verification unit
710 that the speaker of the voice command is verified. In
response, the application access controller 730 generates an
activation signal for accessing the application. Additionally,
the application access controller 730 transmits the confidence
value, the security level of the application, and the sound
features of the voice command as a new sound sample to the
database updating unit 260.
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FIG. 8 illustrates a block diagram of the database updating
unit 260 configured to update the speaker model 330 and
adjust the threshold values 322 for the security levels 316
based on a verified voice command, according to one embodi-
ment of the present disclosure. When the speaker model 330
has been updated and the threshold values 322 for the security
levels 316 have been adjusted in response to the verified voice
command, they may be used to verify subsequent voice com-
mands for accessing the applications. The database updating
unit 260 includes a speaker model updating unit 810 and a
threshold adjusting unit 820.

The speaker model updating unit 810 is configured to
receive a new sound sample for the verified voice command
and a confidence value determined for the new sound sample.
The speaker model updating unit 810 then updates the sound
samples 324 of the speaker verification database 320 by add-
ing the new sound sample. In one embodiment, the sound
samples 324 are mapped to associated security levels 316
based on their confidence values. For example, if a confidence
value associated with the new sound sample is 9.1 and the
threshold value of the security level “1” is 9.0, the new sound
sample is mapped to the security level “1.”

As illustrated, the speaker model updating unit 810 updates
the speaker model 330 by determining a new mean and a new
variance based on the mean 332 and the variance 334 and the
confidence value of the new sound sample. Alternatively, the
speaker model updating unit 810 may use the updated sound
samples 324 to determine a new mean and a new variance for
the speaker model 330. In determining the new mean and
variance of the speaker model 330, the new sound sample
may be weighted according to its confidence value. For
example, if the confidence value of the new sound sample is
low, the new sound sample may be given a low weight in
calculating the new mean and variance of the speaker model
330. On the other hand, if the confidence value of the new
sound sample is high, the new sound sample may be given a
high weight in calculating the new mean and variance of the
speaker model 330.

In some embodiments, the mean 332 and the variance 334
of'the speaker model 330 may be updated by using Maximum
a posteriori (MAP) adaptation technique. In this case, the
mean 332 and/or the variance 334 is updated by performing a
linear combination of a previous mean and/or variance and a
new mean and/or variance which is computed using the new
sound sample. Each of the previous mean and/or variance and
the new mean and/or variance is differently weighted based
on the confidence value of the new sound sample. For
example, if the confidence value of the new sound sample is
high, a large coefficient value for the new mean may be used
when performing the linear combination. Using the new
sound sample, the mean 332 and variance 334 of the speaker
model 330 may then be updated. The speaker model updating
unit 810 also notifies the threshold adjusting unit 820 that the
speaker model 330 is updated.

The threshold adjusting unit 820 is configured to receive
the update notification from the speaker model updating unit
810. The threshold adjusting unit 820 then accesses the
updated speaker model 330 to re-calculate confidence values
for the updated sound samples 324. In one embodiment, the
threshold adjusting unit 820 may re-calculate confidence val-
ues for the sound samples associated with the security level of
the accessed application. The re-calculated confidence values
may then be used to determine a new threshold value for the
security level of the accessed application. For example, the
new threshold value may be the minimum confidence value
among the re-calculated confidence values. Thus, if the mini-
mum confidence value is different from the previous thresh-
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old value for the security level, the threshold value may be
adjusted to the minimum confidence value among the re-
calculated confidence values.

Alternatively, the threshold adjusting unit 820 may re-
calculate confidence values for the sound samples 324 in the
speaker verification database 320. In this case, the threshold
values 322 for the security levels 316 in the speaker verifica-
tion database 320 may be adjusted to reflect any new mini-
mum confidence values for the security levels 316. In another
embodiment, the threshold adjusting unit 820 may re-calcu-
late confidence values for sound samples 324 associated with
a security level, to which the new sound sample is mapped.
The threshold value for this security level will be adjusted to
be the minimum confidence value among the re-calculated
confidence values for the sound samples associated with the
security level.

FIG. 9 illustrates a diagram of the speaker verification
database 320 that may be updated with a new sound sample
for a verified voice command, according to one embodiment
of the present disclosure. The speaker verification database
320 includes five security levels “1” to “5,” which are asso-
ciated with threshold values 9.0, 7.0, 5.0, 3.0, and 1.0, respec-
tively. Each of the threshold values indicates a minimum
confidence value for the associated security level. The secu-
rity levels “1” to “5” are also associated with sound sample
groups 910, 920, 930, 940, and 950, respectively. Each of the
sound sample groups 910, 920, 930, 940, and 950 may be
implemented in the form of a queue, a buffer, or the like using
a FIFO (first-in first-out) data structure and may include a set
of sound samples from O to a predetermined number.

In the illustrated speaker verification database 320, each of
the sound sample groups 910, 920, 930, 940, and 950 may
include up to four sound samples, but it may also include any
suitable number of sound samples. In the example of FI1G. 9,
the sound sample groups 910, 920, 930, 940, and 950 includes
sound samples for previously verified voice commands after
the initial set-up of the speaker verification database 320. As
subsequent voice commands from the speaker are addition-
ally verified, the sound features for the verified commands
may be added as new sound samples to the speaker verifica-
tion database 320.

The sound samples are assigned to the sound sample
groups 910 to 950 based on their confidence values and the
threshold values for the security levels “1” to “5” For
example, a confidence value of a sound sample may be com-
pared with threshold values for the security levels “1” to “5”
to determine one or more security levels having threshold
values less than the confidence value of the sound sample.
The sound sample is then assigned to a sound sample group
associated with a security level having the highest threshold
value among the determined threshold values. For example, if
a confidence value of a sound sample S3_2 is 6.3, the thresh-
old values 5.0, 3.0, and 1.0 are determined to be less than the
confidence value 6.3. The sound sample S3_2 is then assigned
to the sound sample group 930 which is associated with the
security level “3” having the highest threshold value 5.0
among the determined threshold values 5.0, 3.0, and 1.0.

Initially, as shown in FIG. 4, the security levels and their
initial threshold values are determined based on the sound
samples of the authorized user and an unauthorized user. As
voice commands are received and verified, the speaker veri-
fication database 320 then assigns sound samples for the
verified voice commands to the sound sample groups 910,
920, 930, 940, and 950 based on their confidence values. In
the speaker verification database 320, the sound sample
groups 910, 920, 930, 940, and 950 include three sound
samples (e.g., S1_1, S1_2, and S1_3), two sound samples
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(e.g., S2_1 and S2_2), four sound samples (e.g., S3_1, S3_2,
S3_3, and S3_4), one sound sample (e.g., S4_1), and four
sound samples (e.g., S5_1, S5_2, S5_3, and S5_4), respec-
tively.

When a new sound sample and its confidence value for a
verified voice command is received, a sound sample group is
determined based on the confidence value of the new sound
sample. The new sound sample will then be added to the
determined sound sample group. For example, if a new sound
sample S_IN with a confidence value of 8.2 is received, the
new sound sample is added to the sound sample group 920 of
the security level “2” with the threshold value of 7.0. If a
sound sample group is full as in the cases of sound sample
groups 930 and 950, an existing sound sample may be
removed for adding a new sound sample. In such an event,
existing sound samples may be removed on a first-in and
first-out basis. For instance, when a new sound sample (e.g.,
S3_5) is to be added to the sound sample group 930 having a
maximum of four sound samples S3_1 to S3_4, the first sound
sample S3_1 may be removed and the new sound sample may
be added to the sound sample group 930.

After the sound samples in the speaker verification data-
base 320 has been updated, the database updating unit 260
may update the statistical data of the speaker model 330. In
one embodiment, the speaker model 330 may be updated with
the confidence value of a newly added sound sample. For
example, new statistical data of the speaker model 330 may be
calculated based on the new sound sample and the previous
statistical data. If an existing sound sample was removed to
make room for a new sound sample, new statistical data may
be calculated based on the removed sound sample, the new
sound sample, and the previous statistical data. In some
embodiments, a new sound sample may be weighted in pro-
portional to the confidence value of the new sound sample.

FIG. 10 shows a flow chart of a method 1000 for updating
the speaker model 330 based on a confidence value for a voice
command, according to one embodiment of the present dis-
closure. The voice activation unit 254 verifies the voice com-
mand by determining the confidence value for the voice com-
mand. Once the voice command is verified, the voice
activation unit 254 provides one or more sound features for
the verified voice command as a new sound sample to the
database updating unit 260.

As illustrated in FIG. 10, the database updating unit 260
receives the new sound sample for the verified voice com-
mand, at 1010. In addition, the database updating unit 260
also receives the confidence value for the verified voice com-
mand from the voice activation unit 254. The received new
sound sample and confidence value are used in updating the
speaker model 330. In this process, the new sound sample is
weighted in proportional to the confidence value for the voice
command, at 1020. The speaker model 330 is then updated
based on the weighted new sound sample, at 1030.

FIG. 11 illustrates a diagram of the speaker verification
database 320 in which a threshold value for a security level of
anew sound sample S_IN is adjusted in response to receiving
the new sound sample S_IN, according to one embodiment of
the present disclosure. In this embodiment, the new sound
sample S_IN is added to the sound sample group 910 associ-
ated with the security level “1” according to its confidence
value to update the speaker verification database 320. As
described above, the speaker model 330 may then be updated
based on the new sound sample S_IN in the speaker verifica-
tion database 320.

After the speaker model 330 is updated, the database
updating unit 260 updates a threshold value 9.0 associated
with the sound sample group 910 for the security level “1”
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that includes the new sound sample S_IN. In this case, the
confidence values for the sound samples (e.g., S1_1, S1_2,
S1_3, and S_IN) in the sound sample group 910 associated
with the security level “1” are re-calculated using the updated
speaker model 330. A minimum confidence value among the
re-calculated confidence values may then be selected as a new
threshold value for the security level “1.” Thus, if the previ-
ously set threshold value of 9.0 for the security level “1” is
different from the minimum confidence value, the threshold
value may be adjusted to the minimum confidence value as
indicated by an arrow in FIG. 11.

FIG. 12 illustrates a diagram of the speaker verification
database 320 in which a threshold value for a security level,
which is different from a security level of a new sound sample
S_IN, is adjusted in response to receiving the new sound
sample S_IN, according to one embodiment of the present
disclosure. Similar to FIG. 11, the new sound sample S_INis
added to the sound sample group 910 associated with the
security level “1” according to its confidence value to update
the speaker verification database 320. Also, the speaker
model 330 may be updated based on the new sound sample
S_IN in the speaker verification database 320.

In the illustrated embodiment, the database updating unit
260 receives a security level associated with an application
associated with a verified voice command from the voice
activation unit 254. In this example, the security level asso-
ciated with the application is assumed to be the security level
“3.” Thus, the database updating unit 260 updates a threshold
value 5.0 associated with the sound sample group 930 for the
security level “3.” In this case, the confidence values for the
sound samples (e.g., S3_1, S3_2, S3_3, and S3_4) in the
sound sample group 930 associated with the security level “3”
are re-calculated using the updated speaker model 330. A
minimum confidence value among the re-calculated confi-
dence values may then be selected as a new threshold value
for the security level “3.” Thus, if the previously set threshold
value of 5.0 for the security level “3” is different from the
minimum confidence value, the threshold value may be
adjusted to the minimum confidence value as indicated by an
arrow in FIG. 12.

FIG. 13 illustrates a diagram of the speaker verification
database 320 in which threshold values for security levels are
adjusted in response to receiving a new sound sample S_IN,
according to one embodiment of the present disclosure. Simi-
lar to FIG. 11, the new sound sample S_IN is added to the
sound sample group 910 associated with the security level “1”
according to its confidence value to update the speaker veri-
fication database 320. Also, the speaker model 330 may be
updated based on the new sound sample S_IN in the speaker
verification database 320.

With the updated speaker model, the database updating
unit 260 updates the threshold values (e.g., 9.0, 7.0, 5.0, 3.0,
and 1.0) associated with the sound sample groups 910, 920,
930, 940, and 950 for the security levels “1” to “5” In this
case, the confidence values for the sound samples in the sound
sample group 910 (e.g., S1_1, S1_2, S1_3, and S_IN), the
sound sample group 920 (e.g., S2_1 and S2_2), the sound
sample group 930 (e.g., S3_1, S3_2, S3_3, and S3_4), the
sound sample group 940 (e.g., S4_1), and the sound sample
group 950 (e.g., S5_1, S5_2, S5_3, and S5_4) are re-calcu-
lated based on the updated speaker model 330. A minimum
confidence value is selected among the re-calculated confi-
dence values for the sound samples in each of the sound
sample groups 910, 920, 930, 940, and 950, and the selected
minimum confidence values are determined to be new thresh-
old values for the security levels “1” to “5,” respectively.
Thus, the threshold values for the security levels “1” to “5”
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may be adjusted to reflect any new minimum confidence
values for the security levels “1” to “5” as indicated by arrows
in FIG. 13.

In another embodiment, the speaker verification database
320 may include a sound sample group with all previously
verified voice commands as sound samples. When a new
sound sample is received and verified, the new sound sample
is added to the sound sample group. As discussed above, the
speaker model 330 may be updated based on the new sound
sample in the speaker verification database 320.

Based on the updated speaker model 330, confidence val-
ues for all of the sound samples in the sound sample group
including the new sound sample may be determined A lowest
confidence value and a highest confidence value may be
selected among the confidence values, and the lowest value
may be determined to be the threshold value for the lowest
security level (e.g., security level “57). A difference between
the highest confidence value and the lowest confidence value
may then be partitioned into a plurality of ranges with each
range having a lower limit. In some embodiments, the differ-
ence may be divided by the number of the security levels to
calculate a threshold value increment. The lower limits may
then be assigned as threshold values for the security levels
(e.g., security levels “1,” “2,” 3" and “4”).

FIG. 14 illustrates a flow chart of a method 1400 for adjust-
ing a plurality of threshold values for a plurality of security
levels, according to one embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. After a voice command is verified, the database updating
unit 260 receives a new sound sample for the verified voice
command. The new sound sample then is added to a sound
sample group associated with a security level according to its
confidence value, and the speaker model 330 is updated based
on the new sound sample.

A new confidence value for each of the sound samples
associated with a security level selected among the plurality
of security levels is then determined based on the updated
speaker model 330, at 1410. In one embodiment, the security
level is selected according to a confidence value of the new
sound sample. In another embodiment, a security level
mapped to an application of the voice command is selected
among the plurality of security levels. Alternatively, the data-
base updating unit 260 may determine new confidence values
of sound samples for all security levels without selecting a
security level.

Among the new confidence values for the sound samples
associated with the selected security level, a minimum con-
fidence value is selected, at 1420. The previous threshold
value of the selected security level is then adjusted to the
minimum confidence value, at 1430. In the case of determin-
ing the new confidence values for all security levels, mini-
mum confidence value is selected among the new confidence
values for each of the security levels, and the selected mini-
mum confidence values are determined to be new threshold
values for the security levels, respectively.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of an exemplary mobile device
1500 in which the methods and apparatus for controlling
access to applications may be implemented according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure. The configura-
tion of the mobile device 1500 may be implemented in the
mobile devices according to the above embodiments
described with reference to FIGS. 1 to 14. The mobile device
1500 may be a cellular phone, a smartphone, a terminal, a
handset, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a wireless
modem, a cordless phone, etc. The wireless communication
system may be a Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA)
system, a Broadcast System for Mobile Communications
(GSM) system, Wideband CDMA (WCDMA) system, Long
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Tern Evolution (LTE) system, LTE Advanced system, etc.
Further, the mobile device 1500 may communicate directly
with another mobile device, e.g., using Wi-Fi Direct, Blue-
tooth, or Flashl.inq technology.

The mobile device 1500 is capable of providing bidirec-
tional communication via a receive path and a transmit path.
On the receive path, signals transmitted by base stations are
received by an antenna 1512 and are provided to a receiver
(RCVR) 1514. The receiver 1514 conditions and digitizes the
received signal and provides samples such as the conditioned
and digitized digital signal to a digital section for further
processing. On the transmit path, a transmitter (TMTR) 1516
receives data to be transmitted from a digital section 1520,
processes and conditions the data, and generates a modulated
signal, which is transmitted via the antenna 1512 to the base
stations. The receiver 1514 and the transmitter 1516 may be
part of a transceiver that may support CDMA, GSM, LTE,
LTE Advanced, etc.

The digital section 1520 includes various processing, inter-
face, and memory units such as, for example, a modem pro-
cessor 1522, a reduced instruction set computer/digital signal
processor (RISC/DSP) 1524, a controller/processor 1526, an
internal memory 1528, a generalized audio encoder 1532, a
generalized audio decoder 1534, a graphics/display processor
1536, and an external bus interface (EBI) 1538. The modem
processor 1522 may perform processing for data transmission
and reception, e.g., encoding, modulation, demodulation, and
decoding. The RISC/DSP 1524 may perform general and
specialized processing for the mobile device 1500. The con-
troller/processor 1526 may perform the operation of various
processing and interface units within the digital section 1520.
The internal memory 1528 may store data and/or instructions
for various units within the digital section 1520.

The generalized audio encoder 1532 may perform encod-
ing for input signals from an audio source 1542, a microphone
1543, etc. The generalized audio decoder 1534 may perform
decoding for coded audio data and may provide output signals
to a function determining engine 1544. The graphics/display
processor 1536 may perform processing for graphics, videos,
images, and texts, which may be presented to a display unit
1546. The EBI 1538 may facilitate transfer of data between
the digital section 1520 and a database 1548.

The digital section 1520 may be implemented with one or
more processors, DSPs, microprocessors, RISCs, etc. The
digital section 1520 may also be fabricated on one or more
application specific integrated circuits (ASICs) and/or some
other type of integrated circuits (ICs).

In general, any device described herein may represent vari-
ous types of devices, such as a wireless phone, a cellular
phone, a laptop computer, a wireless multimedia device, a
wireless communication personal computer (PC) card, a
PDA, an external or internal modem, a device that commu-
nicates through a wireless channel, etc. A device may have
various names, such as access terminal (AT), access unit,
subscriber unit, mobile station, mobile device, mobile unit,
mobile phone, mobile, remote station, remote terminal,
remote unit, user device, user equipment, handheld device,
etc. Any device described herein may have a memory for
storing instructions and data, as well as hardware, software,
firmware, or combinations thereof.

The techniques described herein may be implemented by
various means. For example, these techniques may be imple-
mented in hardware, firmware, software, or a combination
thereof. Those of ordinary skill in the art would further appre-
ciate that the various illustrative logical blocks, modules,
circuits, and algorithm steps described in connection with the
disclosure herein may be implemented as electronic hard-
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ware, computer software, or combinations of both. To clearly
illustrate this interchangeability of hardware and software,
the various illustrative components, blocks, modules, cir-
cuits, and steps have been described above generally in terms
of their functionality. Whether such functionality is imple-
mented as hardware or software depends upon the particular
application and design constraints imposed on the overall
system. Skilled artisans may implement the described func-
tionality in varying ways for each particular application, but
such implementation decisions should not be interpreted as
causing a departure from the scope of the present disclosure.

For a hardware implementation, the processing units used
to perform the techniques may be implemented within one or
more ASICs, DSPs, digital signal processing devices
(DSPDs), programmable logic devices (PLDs), field pro-
grammable gate arrays (FPGAs), processors, controllers,
micro-controllers, microprocessors, electronic devices, other
electronic units designed to perform the functions described
herein, a computer, or a combination thereof.

Thus, the various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and
circuits described in connection with the disclosure herein are
implemented or performed with a general-purpose processor,
a DSP, an ASIC, a FPGA or other programmable logic device,
discrete gate or transistor logic, discrete hardware compo-
nents, or any combination thereof designed to perform the
functions described herein. A general-purpose processor may
be a microprocessor, but in the alternate, the processor may be
any conventional processor, controller, microcontroller, or
state machine. A processor may also be implemented as a
combination of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a
DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors,
one or more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core,
or any other such configuration.

Ifimplemented in software, the functions may be stored on
or transmitted over as one or more instructions or code on a
computer-readable medium. Computer-readable media
include both computer storage media and communication
media including any medium that facilitates the transfer of a
computer program from one place to another. A storage media
may be any available media that can be accessed by a com-
puter. By way of example, and not limited thereto, such com-
puter-readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM,
CD-ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage
or other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that
can be used to carry or store desired program code in the form
of instructions or data structures and that can be accessed by
a computer. Further, any connection is properly termed a
computer-readable medium. For example, if the software is
transmitted from a website, server, or other remote source
using a coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, digital
subscriber line (DSL), or wireless technologies such as infra-
red, radio, and microwave, then the coaxial cable, fiber optic
cable, twisted pair, DSL, or wireless technologies such as
infrared, radio, and microwave are included in the definition
of medium. Disk and disc, as used herein, includes compact
disc (CD), laser disc, optical disc, digital versatile disc
(DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray disc, where disks usually
reproduce data magnetically, while discs reproduce data opti-
cally with lasers. Combinations of the above should also be
included within the scope of computer-readable media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable any person skilled in the art to make or use the disclo-
sure. Various modifications to the disclosure will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein are applied to other variations without depart-
ing from the spirit or scope of the disclosure. Thus, the dis-
closure is not intended to be limited to the examples described
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herein but is to be accorded the widest scope consistent with
the principles and novel features disclosed herein.

Although exemplary implementations are referred to uti-
lizing aspects of the presently disclosed subject matter in the
context of one or more stand-alone computer systems, the
subject matter is not so limited, but rather may be imple-
mented in connection with any computing environment, such
as a network or distributed computing environment. Still fur-
ther, aspects of the presently disclosed subject matter may be
implemented in or across a plurality of processing chips or
devices, and storage may similarly be effected across a plu-
rality of devices. Such devices may include PCs, network
servers, and handheld devices.

Although the subject matter has been described in lan-
guage specific to structural features and/or methodological
acts, it is to be understood that the subject matter defined in
the appended claims is not necessarily limited to the specific
features or acts described above. Rather, the specific features
and acts described above are disclosed as example forms of
implementing the claims.

What is claimed:

1. A method for controlling access to a plurality of appli-
cations in an electronic device, the method comprising:

receiving a voice command from a speaker for accessing a

target application among the plurality of applications, at
least two of the plurality of applications associated with
different security levels having different threshold val-
ues;

controlling access to one or more of the plurality of appli-

cations by verifying whether the voice command is
indicative of an authorized user based on a speaker
model of the authorized user; and

in response to verifying that the voice command is indica-

tive of the authorized user, updating the speaker model
based on the voice command and adjusting at least one
of the threshold values based on the updated speaker
model.

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving a new voice command for accessing a new target

application among the plurality of applications; and
verifying whether the new voice command is indicative of
the authorized user based on the updated speaker model.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein verifying whether the
voice command is indicative of the authorized user com-
prises:

determining a confidence value of the voice command

based on the speaker model; and

accessing the target application if the confidence value of

the voice command exceeds a threshold value for a secu-
rity level of the target application.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein updating the speaker
model comprises:

weighting the voice command in proportion to the confi-

dence value of the voice command; and

updating the speaker model based on the weighted voice

command.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the speaker model
comprises statistical data of at least one sound feature
extracted from a plurality of sound samples of the authorized
user.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein updating the speaker
model comprises updating the statistical data with at least one
sound feature extracted from the voice command.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein adjusting the at least one
of the threshold values comprises:

determining a confidence value for each of at least one

sound sample associated with a security level selected
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from security levels of the plurality of applications based
on the updated speaker model; and

adjusting the threshold value of the selected security level
to a new threshold value based on the confidence value.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the threshold value of
the selected security level is adjusted to a lowest confidence
value among the confidence values for the at least one sound
sample.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the selected security
level is the security level associated with the target applica-
tion.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the selected security
level is determined based on a confidence value of the voice
command.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein adjusting the at least
one of the threshold values comprises:

determining confidence values for a plurality of sound
samples based on the updated speaker model; and

adjusting the threshold values to new threshold values
based on the confidence values.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein adjusting the thresh-

old values comprises:

determining a lowest confidence value and a highest con-
fidence value among the confidence values;

partitioning a difference between the lowest and highest
confidence values into a plurality of ranges associated
with security levels of the plurality of applications,
wherein each of the plurality of ranges includes a lower
limit; and

assigning the lower limits as the new threshold values for
the security levels.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of
applications is associated with a security level having a
threshold value, and wherein each of the security levels is
associated with a set of sound samples having a confidence
value greater than the threshold value for the security level.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising adding the
voice command to one of the sets of sound samples for a
security level selected based on a confidence value of the
voice command.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising if the voice
command is not verified to be indicative of the authorized
user, authenticating the voice command to be indicative of the
authorized user based on an input from the speaker.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the input from the
speaker includes at least one of an image of a face, a finger-
print, a personal identification number, or an additional voice
command.

17. An electronic device for controlling access to a plural-
ity of applications, the electronic device comprising:

a sound sensor configured to receive a voice command
from a speaker for accessing a target application among
the plurality of applications;

a storage unit configured to store the plurality of applica-
tions, a plurality of security levels, a plurality of thresh-
old values, and a speaker model of an authorized user, at
least two of the plurality of applications associated with
a different security levels of the plurality of security
levels, the different security levels having different
threshold values of the plurality of threshold values;

a speaker verification unit configured to control access to
one or more of the plurality of applications by verifying
whether the voice command is indicative of the autho-
rized user based on the speaker model of the authorized
user; and

a database updating unit configured to update the speaker
model based on the voice command in response to veri-
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fying that the voice command is indicative of the autho-
rized user and to adjust at least one of the threshold
values based on the updated speaker model.

18. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein:

the sound sensor is further configured to receive a new

voice command for accessing a new target application
among the plurality of applications, and

the speaker verification unit is further configured to verify

whether the new voice command is indicative of the
authorized user based on the updated speaker model.

19. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein the speaker
verification unit is further configured to determine a confi-
dence value of the voice command based on the speaker
model and to access the target application if the confidence
value of the voice command exceeds the threshold value for
the security level of the target application.

20. The electronic device of claim 19, wherein the database
updating unit is further configured to weight the voice com-
mand in proportion to the confidence value of the voice com-
mand and to update the speaker model based on the weighted
voice command.

21. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein the speaker
model comprises statistical data of at least one sound feature
extracted from a plurality of sound samples of the authorized
user.

22. The electronic device of claim 21, wherein the database
updating unit is further configured to update the statistical
data with at least one sound feature extracted from the voice
command.

23. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein the database
updating unit is further configured to determine a confidence
value for each of at least one sound sample associated with a
security level selected from the security levels based on the
updated speaker model and to adjust the threshold value of the
selected security level to a new threshold value based on the
confidence value.

24. The electronic device of claim 23, wherein the thresh-
old value of the selected security level is adjusted to a lowest
confidence value among the confidence values for the at least
one sound sample.

25. The electronic device of claim 23, wherein the selected
security level is the security level associated with the target
application.

26. The electronic device of claim 23, wherein the selected
security level is determined based on a confidence value of the
voice command.

27. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein the database
updating unit is further configured to determine confidence
values for a plurality of sound samples based on the updated
speaker model and to adjust the threshold values to new
threshold values based on the confidence values.

28. The electronic device of claim 27, wherein:

the database updating unit is further configured to deter-

mine a lowest confidence value and a highest confidence
value among the confidence values and to partition a
difference between the lowest and highest confidence
values into a plurality of ranges associated with the
security levels,

each of the plurality of ranges includes a lower limit, and

the database updating unit is further configured to assign

the lower limits as the new threshold values for the
security levels.

29. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein each of the
security levels is associated with a set of sound samples
having a confidence value greater than the threshold value for
the security level.
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30. The electronic device of claim 29, wherein the database
updating unit is further configured to add the voice command
to one of the sets of sound samples for a security level selected
based on a confidence value of the voice command.

31. The electronic device of claim 17, wherein if the voice
command is not verified to be indicative of the authorized
user, the speaker verification unit is further configured to
authenticate the voice command based on an input from the
speaker.

32. The electronic device of claim 31, wherein the input
from the speaker includes at least one of an image of a face, a
fingerprint, a personal identification number, or an additional
voice command.

33. An electronic device for controlling access to a plural-
ity of applications, the electronic device comprising:

means for receiving a voice command from a speaker for

accessing a target application among the plurality of
applications;

means for storing the plurality of applications, a plurality

of security levels, a plurality of threshold values, and a
speaker model of an authorized user, at least two of the
plurality of applications associated with a different secu-
rity levels of the plurality of security levels, the different
security levels having different threshold values of the
plurality of threshold values;

means for controlling access to one or more of the plurality

of applications by verifying whether the voice command
is indicative of the authorized user based on the speaker
model of the authorized user;
means for updating the speaker model with based on the
voice command if in response to the voice command
being verified to be indicative of the authorized user; and

means for adjusting at least one of the threshold values
based on the updated speaker model.

34. The electronic device of claim 33, wherein:

the means for receiving is configured to receive a new voice

command for accessing a new target application among
the plurality of applications, and

the means for controlling access by verifying is configured

to verify whether the new voice command is indicative
of the authorized user based on the updated speaker
model.

35. The electronic device of claim 33, wherein the means
for controlling access by verifying is configured to determine
a confidence value of the voice command based on the
speaker model and to access the target application if the
confidence value of the voice command exceeds the threshold
value for the security level of the target application.

36. The electronic device of claim 35, wherein the means
for updating is configured to weight the voice command in
proportion to the confidence value of the voice command and
to update the speaker model based on the weighted voice
command.

37. The electronic device of claim 33, wherein the means
for updating is configured to determine a confidence value for
each of at least one sound sample associated with a security
level selected from the security levels based on the updated
speaker model and to adjust the threshold value of the
selected security level to a new threshold value based on the
confidence value.

38. The electronic device of claim 37, wherein the thresh-
old value of the selected security level is adjusted to a lowest
confidence value among the confidence values for the at least
one sound sample.

39. The electronic device of claim 37, wherein the selected
security level is the security level associated with the target
application.
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40. The electronic device of claim 37, wherein the selected
security level is determined based on a confidence value of the
voice command.

41. The electronic device of claim 33, wherein the means
for updating is further configured to determine confidence
values for a plurality of sound samples based on the updated
speaker model and to adjust the threshold values to new
threshold values based on the confidence values.

42. The electronic device of claim 41, wherein:

the means for updating is further configured to determine a

lowest confidence value and a highest confidence value
among the confidence values and to partition a differ-
ence between the lowest and highest confidence values
into a plurality of ranges associated with the security
levels,

each of the plurality of ranges includes a lower limit, and

the means for updating is further configured to assign the

lower limits as the new threshold values for the security
levels.

43. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
comprising instructions for controlling access to a plurality of
applications, the instructions causing a processor of an elec-
tronic device to perform operations comprising:

receiving a voice command from a speaker for accessing a

target application among the plurality of applications, at
least two of the plurality of applications associated with
a different security levels having different threshold val-
ues;

controlling access to one or more of the plurality of appli-

cations by verifying whether the voice command is
indicative of an authorized user based on a speaker
model of the authorized user; and

in response to verifying that the voice command is indica-

tive of the authorized user, updating the speaker model
based on the voice command and adjusting at least one
of the threshold values based on the updated speaker
model.

44. The storage medium of claim 43, wherein the instruc-
tions further comprise:

receiving a new voice command for accessing a new target

application among the plurality of applications; and
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verifying whether the new voice command is indicative of

the authorized user based on the updated speaker model.

45. The storage medium of claim 43, wherein adjusting the
at least one of the threshold values comprises:

determining a confidence value for each of at least one

sound sample associated with a security level selected
from security levels of the plurality of applications based
on the updated speaker model; and

adjusting the threshold value of the selected security level

to a new threshold value based on the confidence value.

46. The storage medium of claim 45, wherein if the at least
one sound sample includes a plurality of sound samples, the
threshold value of the selected security level is adjusted to a
lowest confidence value among the confidence values for the
plurality of sound samples.

47. The storage medium of claim 45, wherein the selected
security level is the security level associated with the target
application.

48. The storage medium of claim 45, wherein the selected
security level is determined based on a confidence value of the
voice command.

49. The storage medium of claim 43, wherein adjusting the
at least one of the threshold values comprises:

determining confidence values for a plurality of sound

samples based on the updated speaker model; and
adjusting the threshold values to new threshold values
based on the confidence values.
50. The storage medium of claim 49, wherein adjusting the
threshold values comprises:
determining a lowest confidence value and a highest con-
fidence value among the confidence values;

partitioning a difference between the lowest and highest
confidence values into a plurality of ranges associated
with security levels of the plurality of applications,
wherein each of the plurality of ranges includes a lower
limit; and

assigning the lower limits as the new threshold values for

the security levels.
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